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Response to Comments of D.E.  Hasselmann, August 18, 2004 (Letter I107) 

I107-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Comment Letter I108 
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Response to Comments of Mha Atma Khalsa and Martha Oaklander, August 19, 2004 (Letter I108) 

I108-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Comment Letter I109 
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Response to Comments of Rudy Ramp, August 19, 2004 (Letter I109) 

I109-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Comment Letter I110 
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Response to Comments of A. E. (Tony) Salierno, August 23, 2004 (Letter I110 

I110-1 
Acknowledged. 

I110-2 
Please see standard response 6.15.4. 
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Comment Letter I111 
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Response to Comments of Rick Theis, August 19, 2004 (Letter I111) 

I111-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Comment Letter I112 
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Response to Comments of Bess Touma, August 22, 2004 (Letter I112) 

I112-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Comment Letter I113 
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Response to Comments of Candice Basham, August 24, 2004 (Letter I113) 

I113-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Response to Comments of Jackie Leonard-Dimmick, August 26, 2004 (Letter I114) 

I114-1 
Acknowledged.   

I114-2 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Comment Letter I115 
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Response to Comments of Laura H. Williams, August 23, 2004 (Letter I115) 

I115-1 
Acknowledged. 

I115-2 
Please see standard response 6.21.1 and standard response 6.15.4. 

 

 

 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  6-277

 

Comment Letter I116 
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Response to Comments of John D. Carpenter, August 24, 2004 (Letter I116) 

I116-1 
As stated on page S-1 of the Draft Program EIR/EIS this document, 
“analyzes a proposed HST Alternative and compares it with a No 
Project/No Action (No Project) Alternative and a Modal Alternative 
(potential improvements to the highways and airports serving the 
same intercity travel demand as the HST Alternative).”  The draft 
goes on to note that “the Authority and the FRA may select a 
preferred HST corridor/alignment, general station locations, and 
recommended mitigation strategies, and may recommend further 
measures to consider in more detail at the project level to avoid and 
minimize potential adverse environmental impacts.”  Therefore, part 
of the outcome of this process may be the selection of corridors to 
be carried over to the project specific level. 

The co-lead agencies disagree with the assertion that corridors 
should be represented as a “swath” and “should not look like a 
particular alignment”.  In order to evaluate potential environmental 
impacts, and to make travel time and cost assumptions, conceptual 
alignments had to be developed for both the HST and Modal 
Alternatives – these are the alignments depicted at a conceptual 
level of detail in the Draft Program EIR/EIS.  Typical sections were 
also developed for these alignments.  For most of the HST system 
and for the Modal Alternative the alignments are largely constrained 
to existing transportation alignments and are either in or 
immediately adjacent to existing transportation right-of-way.  The 
manner in which the alignments are presented in the Draft Program 
EIR/EIS is clearly conceptual in level of detail, however enough 
detail is provided to support input from agencies and the public.   

The purpose and need of the HST system is clearly stated in Chapter 
1 of the Draft Program EIR/EIS (pages 1-3 & 1-4).  While markets 
such as Sacramento to San Francisco, Fresno to San Francisco, and 
Los Angeles to San Diego are currently primarily served by the 
automobile, these are intercity markets between major metropolitan 

areas where HST services could provide an attractive alternative to 
the automobile.  Nevertheless, the HST service would compliment 
and compete with both the automobile and air transportation for 
California’s intercity markets, and ridership forecasts have shown 
that the market between the San Francisco Bay Area and Los 
Angeles has the highest potential ridership and revenue for the HST 
service. 

I116-2 
The Authority’s Business Plan was peer reviewed by SNCF, Japan 
Railway Technical Services, and DE Consult (the consulting branch of 
the German Railways).  Please see standard response 2.18.1 in 
regards to the Altamont Corridor. 
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Comment Letter I117 
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Response to Comments of Martin H. R. Donald, August 24, 2004 (Letter I117) 

I117-1 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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